Histogenesis of arterial intimal hyperplasia and atherosclerosis.
This article briefly reviews the histological evidence for the genesis of intimal hyperplasia and atherosclerosis in arteries. It concentrates upon the origin, structure and behaviour of vascular smooth muscle cells in the intimal (subendothelial) layer. The interactions between these intimal muscle cells, the endothelium and the blood are discussed with particular reference to their role in the histogenesis of intimal hyperplasia and atherosclerosis.